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The Annals of the Queensland Museum were

published the Queenslj^d Mu^nin $luriT|g the

years 1891 to "1911. GbiMeB att rtte iir 1)001
collections and it is little known roday. To
taxonomists, however, ihis organ is still of great

moment. Hundreds of new species of Australian

Fauna —particularly vertebrates, insects, and
foi^i —were described within it^ pages.^ pjpiillic^ti pf th? 4m<^-mim wUbout
ttavaif. On Mov^bcr-, 1«8sr, the imde^
Secretary of the Department of Public Instruction

gave approval for the first part of the Annals lo

be printed by the Government Printer. Seventeen

days later, on 6 December, the approval was
withdrawn. This change of mind was affected by
direct ixuexy^tixm^f the Colonial Secretary. He
had beeri ^oTOied by the Master Printers

Association. The Associulion was concerned that

work for its members was being lost by unfair use

of the GpyenMneiif Printer. They argued that the

succeeded Jii conv&Pclhg the <3ol6ifial' Seerfetary

and a fiat was issued declaring that 'in future all

work of a non- or semi-otTieial character should

be placed in the hands of private firms

^eetUfss to say, ihe Board ofJTruste^s could iipt

affbrd id gt) ahead with th&pr{ntjiig> mi %
delayed for two years.

Difficulty was experienced in obtaining any

information about the early days of the Annals.

The journal was rarely mentioned in the archives

of the Museumexcept for acknowledgments ol its

r&xipx ixoifk leatoed sod^^ oib^r

insdtu^ons. TIdc pubUca^oft 6f the first issife

the Annals in iSJl Was a significant evejK-to'tfic

liisiory of natural science in Qucenslahd. Very

feu learned journals were printed in ihc Ci^lnny at

(hat lime. Most natural history papers were

submitted to the Royal Society of Queensland for

publication in its Proceedings or to the weekly

newspaper, the Queenslander. Newspapers did

not have '3cientific respectabihty, and the

Proceedings could not accommodate all the

papers written. The Annals gave the promise of
valuable and respectable printed space.

The journal did not live up to this promise

because of the vicissitudes of the depression of
that xiecade and. the early psst.Qt tti£$ caomy.
Whether an issUe was printed* defended "on
whether the Department of Public Instruction, on
sLibmission. voted the monies to meet the cost.

Often ibere was no money. Few authors could

cluince ^ loag delay^ Jh^ dr9umstang^$ ^]9^d
th&'Cflfdter tl«ei' tlfc t^facfiarV&W/ de Via^ to

the best position to ex|ft]it the Annals as a

publication outlet. Of the 'Fbrty papers which
appeared, tw^ty-five were bis.

The Annals were superceded by the Memoirs of
the Queensland Midseum in 1912. This changeof
ti^^ndedlibe embdrassci^nt^f npt pufTlishing.^

anndfi-seniiualty. During the twenty-^^e years of
its existence, it appeared only ten times.

The da(es at publication of the ten issues werc;-

No. i. Jul, 1S91 (before 22nd)

No. M^, 1&?2 (before 5th)

No. % M; l«d7 {before 19th)

No. 4, Jan. 1898 (before 31st)

No. 5. Jan, 1901 (before 26th)

No. 6. Sep. 1905 (before 30th)

No. 7. 7 Jun, 1907

No. 8. 23 Mar, 1908

No. 9. 14 Oa, 1908

Nb.lO. I Nov. 1911

The dates for Numbers 7 to 10 were printed on

the frontispiece of each issue. Number 6 had
'Sept., 1905' hand-wnileu on all the issues I saw.

Jhis date waa ^nfirmed in the minute!; pf th^

BEtatd bf ttastbes bf 30th September. 1905.

$]tl|tibers I 10 5 hflve only fhe year of publication

printed on the frontispiece. The more precise

dates for these issues were elucidated from
archival material. The dates for Numbers 2 and 5

were taken from the minutes of the Board of 6

May, 1892 and 26 January, 1901 respectively. The
dates for Numbers K 3 , and 4 were assumed from
the carhcsT acknowledgement of receipt from

outside organizations. These should be accurate
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because most organizauons quickly

acknowledged donations.

The dates given here for Numbers 4 $ ar^

cffffereilt yeafs 16 those printed on their

frontispieces (1897 and 1900 respectively). For the

purposes of priority for taxonomic nomenclature,

however, the differences are of liiile import.

Wliere only the year of publication is kiipwn, the

IntCTflatfoiial Code of ZoobgicftlfJomeneteWe'
stipulates the last day Of (b&c year m the

publication date.

The bibliography is an alphahetical Ihi by

author of al! papers which appeared in the

Annals. The index is divided Into t\\o categories,

Tossil Taxa* ajid 'JiegeDt Taxa\ Within these

cat^ories all neAv genera, species and subspecies

are hsted under major group tickings. ]Sfo new
families were designated.

I made no decisions ahou! Ilie validity of

names. Names9Xp lifted even if they were nomina

sp.. The tie* names in the papers of Volume
2 are included although they were predated by the

nearly identical papers in the Annual Report tm

British Nen' Guinea ]8S)0-I89I.

The authors of the names can be accessed

simply if needed. De Vis authored ail the fossils

and recent birds, inammals and T^i]es..l:{e also

described One fidi (Enophsusiserotintis) and one
spider (Nephilo nmculata piscatonini). Lamb
authored all the amphibia and spider names

except for the one spider hy de Vis. Ogilby

authored all the fish except for the one species by

de Vis. The Coleoptera were ait described by

Carter, the Hemiptera by Tryon, and th« <W1^

cestode by Johnston. The Lepidoptera wtt^

authored by Turner except for those froni

Volume 1 which were by Miskin.
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brevirostris, Halicore 6 : 30

Simoprosopus 1 : 4
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incussidens, Hybodus 10 : 18

PLANTAE
mucronatum, Pterophyllum 10 : 2
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serotinus, Enoplosus 10 : 29
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wilesmithii, Pseudechis 10 : 24


